And His name shall be called Immanuel, which means “God with us”.

Bundi Byline 




December 2006
Holiday greetings to you from Bundibugyo, Uganda! This news/prayer letter will probably be arriving in the middle of the hustle and bustle of Christmas & the year-ending holiday season.  Here, the market is gathering steam too, as “dukas” (stalls) are bursting with goods, hair salons – one of which is run my by translator, Sylivia - are in full swing, and fancy party dresses for girls – a must it seems at Christmas - are proliferating in the market eagerly awaiting a sale.   Every Friday, the herds of cows which I weave through when going to Bundibugyo Hospital, that are on their way to Nyahuka market for slaughter on Saturdays, grow larger and more numerous.  

Christmas in Bundibugyo is a festive time where people eat the favored dish, rice & “nyama” (meat, preferably beef), and they wear new clothes to church.  It is a time of excess in a corner of the world where most live precariously on the edge for most of the other days of their lives.  Yes, like much of the rest of the world, this time of year is accompanied by eating, drinking and enjoying the merriment of life.  For all of us, however, wherever we live, it seems that in the midst of all of the festivities, it is easy to forget the simplicity of that first Christmas - a lowly manger, a star, shepherds, and wise men from the east – and it is even easier to disregard the true meaning of Christmas which is the incarnation - God with us, through the birth of his son, Jesus Christ.  Take a moment to pause and think about that…  The God of the universe came down to live among us!  And why did Jesus come?  In his own words, he came that “that you might have life and have it to the full”.

My prayer for you this season is that in the midst of the busy-ness of food, family, rest, relaxation & gifts, you have the opportunity to reflect on the real reason for Christmas.  And if you’ve not encountered Jesus personally, I challenge you to earnestly seek him out.  If you already know him, my hope is that you would come to know in a deeper way the fullness of life that only He gives.  Yes, may you experience a profound and real sense of God’s presence during this holiday season.  

   With love & continued gratitude for your support, Pamela
P.S.  This Christmas, I am grateful that I have the opportunity to spend it with my mother and some siblings in London.  Then, I will be in New York for the first several weeks of January.  I do hope I’ll have a chance to see and spend time with some of you while I am there.
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“Taste & see that the Lord is good”

As this year has wound down, we have been all too aware that the food contributions World HArvest receive from the UN’s world Food Program (WFP) to help sustain our HIV positive mothers and their children was sadly coming to an end.  So for a number of months now, we have been thinking and praying about how to continue to provide nutritional assistance to these families as well as to the malnourished children that come to Nyahuka health center.  Receiving donated food is clearly not a long term solution to provide for those who require food aid, so the withdrawal of WFP from Bundibugyo also gave us a chance to think creatively about sustainability.  But how could we meet the needs of the malnourished in a way that wouldn’t rely on the UN or World Harvest Mission or some other non- governmental organization swooping in to provide some sort of band aid?

[image: image5.jpg]


Well the way God provided for us to begin to tackle this problem was to bring Dr. Stephanie Jilcott (pictured at the right) here in September.  Stephanie spent a summer here as an intern in 2004 and returned this year with her PhD in nutrition in hand.  She has hit the ground running helping to serve patients food at the twice weekly nutrition clinic, visiting people’s gardens to learn what is grown and eaten here, experimenting with local foods, and writing grants to secure funding for the program.  One grant she put together was with Valpo University’s Social Action Leadership Team World Relief Campaign which supports one self-sustaining local or international project with $10,000 – $12,000. These funds are raised once the award is granted to a specific program.  We learned in late November that World Harvest’s nutrition project was selected to receive this award!  PRAISE God for His provision of these funds to transition to a sustainable model of food delivery for malnourished children and babies in Bundibugyo & PRAY for the funds to be raised for a program start in May 2007.
The proposed new program  involves: 1) recipe trials to identify a highly nutritious, palatable food or supplement that can be made from locally grown foods; 2) decentralization of the existing nutrition program to additional health centers to promote broader community ownership and reduce the distances traveled by patients; and 3) training community members to administer the program (by weighing babies, keeping records, and promoting healthy eating).  What is also key to this new program is that a number of those who have malnourished children will be selected as “expert clients” and taught how to mix food portions, grow and harvest groundnuts, and raise goats and chickens, whose milk and eggs will be returned to the program to serve others.  

This is clearly very ambitious, so PRAY for us (especially for Dr. Stephanie who will oversee the program) as we develop and implement it over the next 18 months. Also PRAY for wisdom & compassion as we seek to make this program a reality.   Since, this program will not directly support the nutritional needs of those living with HIV/AIDS, PRAY for new and creative ways to emerge so we can keep the nutritional support for those living with HIV/ AIDS going as well.
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Swimming in the Rain
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On Wednesday afternoons, at Christ School Bundibugyo (CSB), a boarding school started by World Harvest, chapel is held.  Following that, all the students meet in small groups to discuss the content of the talk given in chapel and to pray together.  During this time, I’ve had the opportunity to interact regularly with 10 of the female students attending CSB. I have to admit I don’t know much about what it is like to be a female teenager in Bundibugyo and initially I didn’t feel like I had much in common with them at all.  It seems like it took me ages just to learn all of their names and to remember which class they were in.  However, in time, I have come to really enjoy them.  I have escorted them to the market on Saturdays, hung out with them after school, and invited them to my home.  

Since the summer, I’ve co-led the group with Carol, (pictured below center) who came in May as an intern to teach at CSB and extended her time here until December to explore a possible future in medical missions.  Recently we took the girls on a hiking trip to Ngite, the waterfall that is the source of the clean piped water into our homes. Though Ngite is only about 15 minutes away from CSB by car and about an hour and a half when walking, none of the girls had ever been there before.   
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We were fortunate to get a ride to Ngite when the brother of one of the girls, Robinah (pictured below on the left) happened to come along in a luxury Hi-Lux pick-up which we were only too glad to pile into.  However, it began to rain just as we got there, but some brave souls in our group were not deterred.  Carol immediately stripped down to her swimsuit and jumped into the water; four others quickly followed.  The rest of us laughed, posed for pictures, and watched them frolicking happily as we huddled under our umbrellas.  When they had had their fill of swimming and jumping, we made our way back to school, oblivious to the rain which was still coming down and the muddy paths we had to wade through.


Thankfully the rain eventually slowed to a drizzle, and so we stopped at a tap to wash our hands and eat cookies, groundnuts and rolls, and then continued walking home.  As we got near to the school, one of the girls said several times “ Madam, my joints are hurting.”  There was not much I could do, and at that point, I still felt fine, but the next day I knew exactly what she had meant!


This semester, 2 of the girls in my cell group, Aisha (pictured in the top photo above on the left) and Barbara – both in their first year at CSB- have indicated that they have come to believe in Jesus.  PRAISE God for this (!) and PRAY that they would continue to seek to know Jesus more.  Also CSB currently has 4 female teachers for a total 80 girls.  PRAY for more female teachers who would want to come and teach and mentor these dynamic young women.   
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1.  Kwejuna mother & child;
   2.  HIV-free twin girls;         3. Pat with a month-old baby.

“Let the little children come to me, for such is the Kingdom of Heaven”

World Harvest Mission: for the world’s good and God’s glory

Pamela Brown-Peterside, World Harvest Mission, P.O. Box 383, Fort Portal, Uganda.


(Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:PamelaBrownPeterside@gmail.com" ��PamelaBrownPeterside@gmail.com�)





� HYPERLINK "mailto:PamelaBrownPeterside@gmail.com" ��PamelaBrownPeterside@gmail.com� .








